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Summit Park Elementary School students will develop excellence in academics, character, and 
habits of mind by participating in engaging learning experiences that promote 21st century skills.

January brought us an epic snowstorm! Eliminating an entire week of school has caused 
schedule adjustments. Most importantly, report cards will now be distributed on Monday, 
February 8th.  Many of our students stayed busy during the ‘bonus week’ by honing their 
math skills on Dreambox, blogging with their teachers, or reading good books. Hopefully the 
groundhog predictor is correct and spring will arrive soon! 

The 2016 BCPS Stakeholder Satisfaction Survey is now available online at 
https://bcps.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_eQm7Z37Wguu2eRT through February 29, 
2016. We encourage all parents/guardians to please take the time to complete the survey. 
Summit Park uses the data from the survey to help set goals on our School Progress 
Plans – the greater the participation, the more feedback we have to use! Please see page 
7 of this bulletin for more details.

Although February is a short month, our students will be busily engaged in critical thinking 
tasks focused on a wide range of topics including Healthy Hearts, Dental Health, Black 
History, and National School Counseling Week (thank you, Mrs. Marks, for all you do!). 
Students in grade 5 will be taking the MSA Science the week of March 14th. Please refrain 
from scheduling appointments and out-of-the building activities if possible that week. To 
help you plan ahead, students in grades three through five will participate in the PARCC 
assessment from April 25th-June 6th. The actual schedule for your child’s grade level will 
be sent when it gets closer to the window. For more information about PARCC, you may 
visit the following websites: Understandthescore.org and
http://www.msde.maryland.gov/MSDE/programs/parcc/index.html

Finally, attached in this newsletter is the form needed to nominate one of our staff 
members for the Baltimore Chamber of Commerce Excellence in Education award. Please 
feel free to complete the application to nominate one of our own excellent teachers!

https://bcps.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_eQm7Z37Wguu2eRT
http://understandthescore.org/
http://www.msde.maryland.gov/MSDE/programs/parcc/index.html
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The Summit Park PTA will be selling Summit Park Orioles shirts February 5-
February 19. Flyers will be sent home with your child on February 9 containing options and ordering 
information. We will have samples on display at the Summit Park PJs and Bingo night and on 
display in the front entrance hallway. Shirts are available in orange cotton, orange dry-fit and 
orange tie-dye and a long sleeve black shirt. These items are great for Orioles games, school 
spirit days and as comfortable school/camp clothes. All checks must be made payable to Summit 
Park PTA and must be received by February 19. Items ordered will be delivered 3 weeks later. 
Stay tuned for information about a Spring SPES Orioles game outing (perfect place to wear your 
new apparel). Please email lindsaysagal@hotmail.com with any questions.

Please support our next fundraiser: Chipotle Night in Pikesville – Sunday, February 21, 5:00-9:00 
P.M.

Tuesday, February 23 has been named Special Area Teachers Appreciation Day. We are asking our 
students to bring in a card, note, or treat for our SPES special area teachers to show their 
appreciation.  

K I N D E R G A R T E N  R E G I S T R A T I O N
Kindergarten registration will take place on Friday, April 15, 2016. If you have a child 

who is turning five on or before September 1, 2016 you will need the following documentation to 
register your child:

• Child’s birth certificate
• Immunization record
• Proof of residency, such as a copy of your tax bill, mortgage coupon book, or your lease.

(If a private lease, the owner must provide you with proof of ownership, using one of
the above items)

• 3 pieces of US mail from your address (postmarked within the last 60 days) No Junk 
Mail!

• Your photo ID with current address

Please contact Mrs. Fitzpatrick at 410-887-1210 to make a registration 
appointment. If you know someone who has a child going into kindergarten or first grade who 
might not receive our newsletter, please share this information with him or her. Thank you.

mailto:lindsaysagal@hotmail.com
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PJ’s, BINGO &
BOOK SWAP

Friday, February 5, 2016

Wear your pajamas and come to Summit Park tonight for PJs and BINGO from 6:30 -7:30 pm 
(doors will open at 6:15 pm). BINGO cards are $2 per person and snacks and spirit wear will be 
available to purchase. 

Make sure to go through your bookshelves and bring any new or gently used children's books that 
you would like to donate. Donated books will be for sale for $1 each or buy two get one free. Any 
leftover books will be donated to children in need. This is a great way to clean 
your shelves while getting new reading material and supporting SPES! 

A R T  C A M P
Now is the time to plan for your child’s summer art camp! We highly recommend 

signing up for the Baltimore County Summer Visual Arts Enrichment Program. This camp is a 
wonderful opportunity for students in Grades 3-12 to build their personal art skills and add to 
their art portfolios. A variety of courses are offered to meet the varied needs and interests of 
the student whether the student is seeking to improve his or her art skills or is preparing a 
portfolio for consideration for GT coursework, acceptance into a magnet program, entrance into a 
college program, or preparation for an Advanced Placement exam. 

This is a full immersion art camp taught by our own talented Baltimore County 
Visual Arts teachers. The day camp is held at Perry Hall High School from 9:30 a.m. -3:00 p.m., for 
the two weeks of July 11-22, 2016. The cost of the two week program is $375.00.

*Please note: All questions concerning the program should be directed to the Office of Visual Arts at 
(443) 809-4030 or send an e-mail to lpopp@bcps.org.
http://www.bcps.org/academics/va/misc/Camp-Brochure.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/academics/va/misc/Camp-Application.pdf

mailto:lpopp@bcps.org
http://www.bcps.org/academics/va/misc/Camp-Brochure.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/academics/va/misc/Camp-Application.pdf
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A T T E N T I O N  P A R E N T S !  S T E M  F A I R  J U D G E S  N E E D E D
Did you know that over the past few years, Summit Park students were 

first place and grand prize winners at the county-wide STEM Fair? We hope to keep 
the legacy going with your help!! On March 23, 2016, Summit Park’s 4th and 5th grade 
students will hold their annual STEM Fair. Judges are needed to evaluate the student 
projects. No experience is necessary! Interested? 
Here is what we are looking for in a qualified judge:
• Enjoy talking with children and asking about their amazing projects;
• Can be fair and judge according to the criteria given and be discreet about your 

judging information;
• Have a background or interest in science/engineering and can relate to or understand 

the scientific process;
• Are willing to give a few hours on the morning of March 23rd to be at Summit Park 

and provide feedback on some projects.
If you are interested in or know someone who is, please contact Mr. 

Brocato at tbrocato@bcps.org, 5th grade teacher at Summit Park for more information.  
Thanks in advance for making this year’s STEM Fair a great one!

E A R LY  A D M I S S I O N  F O R  K I N D E R G A R T E N  2 0 1 6
A parent may request early admission into kindergarten if his/her child turns five 

(5) years of age after September 1, 2016 and no later than October 14, 2016. The parent must 
submit a written request for early admission to the principal, no later than June 1, 2016. The 
letter of request should include the following information: name of child, child’s date of birth, 
name, address and phone number of parent, and specific reason for the request.

C O U N S E L O R ’ S  C O R N E R
When we think back to our childhood, an act of bullying and its ramifications most 

likely involved a few kids on the playground. Today, with the use of technology, children can 
become victims of bullying anywhere and at any time through the use of social media on the 
internet, the use of cell phones, and texting. How do we keep our children safe? Reviewing your 
child’s online communication, talking with your child regularly about online activities, teaching your 
child not to respond if cyber bullying should occur, and encouraging your child to tell an adult 
immediately are a few ideas to help keep your child protected when engaging with 
technology. Additionally, explaining to your child that cyber bullying is unacceptable and 
has serious consequences is an important discussion to have. 
Source: ascaschoolcounselor.org

mailto:tbrocato@bcps.org
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N U R S E ’ S  N E W S
February is a great month for health!  It is Dental Health Month and 

Heart Month.  If your child has never been to a dentist or has not been in 6 months, 
now is a great time to schedule an appointment.  Dental cavities in children have 
become one of the nation’s largest public health problems.  Children need to brush 
their teeth at least twice a day, making sure that they reach the back teeth.  
Sometimes parents need to assist with this especially in younger children.  Children 
should also learn to floss their teeth using dental sticks or dental floss.  This helps to 
remove plaque and the bits of food that get stuck in between teeth.  Encourage your 
child to avoid foods and drinks that are sticky and sugary such as candy, gum, and 
soda.  Dental sealants are helpful in protecting teeth from decay, so ask the dentist 
about this.  If you need any assistance finding a dentist, I am happy to help.  
It’s also Heart month!  Aerobic exercise, a healthy low fat, low sodium diet, reducing 
stress, and avoiding tobacco products will keep your heart STRONG.  Teaching our 
children how to be heart smart is key for them to grow up to become healthy adults.  
I will review some heart and dental tips with our students throughout the month.

L I B R A R Y  G I F T  F U N D
In honor of their birthdays, the following students donated books to our library: 

Lucas A-O., Allie B., Martin B., Samuel C., Nadia H., Calleigh K., Veronika K., Mae L., Daniel L., Austin M., 
Ava P., Jai S., Rachel S., Maya T., and Andrew W. We appreciate their donations and the books are 
available for all students to enjoy. We send happy birthday wishes and special thanks to each of 
these students and their family!

C A M P  I N V E N T I O N  I S  B A C K  A T  S U M M I T  P A R K !
Join us this summer for an exciting week of exploration and invention! Campers will 

become inventors, challenging themselves to develop new ideas while enjoying hands-on activities 
relating to science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. This camp is designed for students 
entering grades one through six. Check out a few of the fun activities campers will experience by 
visiting http://campinvention.org/! Registration dates and additional information will be sent home 
soon.

Happy Birthday!

http://campinvention.org/
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C A R E E R  D AY
Fifth grade students have been participating in lessons during classroom guidance 

involving career awareness. As a culminating activity, I am planning a Career Day and 
looking for parents and/or volunteers from the community to share information 
with our fifth grade students about their occupation. Career Day will be scheduled 
sometime in the spring. If you are interested in participating in this fun activity, 
please email Mrs. Marks at lmarks@bcps.org and include your contact information 
and profession. Stay tuned for more information…

T E C H N O L O G Y  U P D A T E S
BCPS NOW MOBILE APPLICATION - BCPS Now is a free mobile application and communication 

tool for employees, parents, and students when inclement weather affects school openings and 
closings. You can access school lunch menus, BCPS One and many other quick links through the 
resources tab. With the latest release of BCPS Now, mobile device users (Android, iOS, and 
Windows phones) can receive alerts of important BCPS news and events, as well as alerts for 
any disruptions to the delivery of instructional online resources. New BCPS Now users can access 
BCPS Now from his/her mobile device by visiting http://www.bcps.org/mobile to download the 
application from the Google Play Store, Apple App Store, or Windows Store.

BCPS is participating in the Microsoft Office 365 Student Advantage program. The program 
gives enrolled students and other family members access to as many as five copies of the 
Microsoft Office 365 suite for personal computers, tablets, iPads, iPhones, and Android devices, all 
free of charge. The Microsoft office 365 suite contains all of the most widely used Office 
functions– Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Publisher software tools. Proficiency with the suite of 
applications is among the most commonly required skills among employers both nationwide and 
internationally. 

To access and download Microsoft Office 365, BCPS students should go to 
www.bcps.org/Office 365 and log in using their full BCPS username (including @bcps.org) and 
password. Students who do not know their BCPS usernames are asked to contact their school’s 
technology liaison for assistance. On the installation page, make sure the language is set to “English 
(United State)” and then click on “install”. Microsoft office 365 will automatically install the 32-
bitversion of its product; BCPS does not recommend installing the 64-bit installation due to 
compatibility issues. 
Students who encounter any problems installing the software, or would like instructions for 
installing Microsoft Office 365 on Apple or mobile devices, should click the “Troubleshoot 
Installation” link on the main installation page.

mailto:lmarks@bcps.org
http://www.bcps.org/mobile
http://www.bcps.org/Office
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B C P S  S TA K E H O L D E R  S A T I S F A C T I O N  S U R V E Y
Starting Monday, Feb. 1 and continuing throughout the month of 

February, the annual Baltimore County Public Schools' Stakeholder Satisfaction 
Survey is available online at www.bcps.org. How are Baltimore County's public 
schools preparing students for college or careers? Are BCPS schools safe and 
secure? Do you get the kind of information you want from your child's 
school? Those and other questions await survey-takers, who include BCPS 
students in Grades 4-12, parents, teachers, staff, business and community 
members, and any other members of Team BCPS. The survey is confidential and 
takes about five minutes to address a number of topics including academic rigor, 
school culture, safety and technology. Participants may complete the survey using 
their smart phones, tablets, or computers. TAKE THE SURVEY.

S AV E  T H E  D A T E - M A T H  N I G H T
Please mark your calendars for February 23rd!  Summit Park will be 

holding a math night from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  Parents and students are invited!  Staff 
members will be sharing information on Common Core, PARCC, strategies, and much 
more!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jaYb21X5Jg_kzFGfGPRzNdVXZyFPPiZKkpnIJiCf9ltWaJ6riaoi8Ex5DUPcxXvMdeHRzi0Z5HUG7KwMrEY6neDSW7cwIzObi4h6Oq3AcjrPEam0ktv5IUlhPhsrS6CYTEFla-oz_nxhTRpxDO0UnH_-kF89pYQFnPicWwhKgKI=&c=K3oXNPEhy3avS2br_67Z-TCOKV50ONqsZh9L9kGEwhUZa4XVSe-GDQ==&ch=v1WxYO345p0HkPMNqiTv-qqCZs4BT7cnYy9T6LqvRCRi_kHmWtOTjQ==
https://bcps.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_eQm7Z37Wguu2eRT
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DATES TO REMEMBER
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15
Presidents’ Day—Schools Closed

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
PTA Chipotle Night- Pikesville – 5:00 – 9:00 P.M.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23
Teacher Appreciation Day – Treat our Special Area teachers
Grade 4 trip to Goucher College 9:00A.M. – 12:30 P.M.
Math Night 6:30-8:00 P.M.

THURSDAY, MARCH 3
Grade 2 and FALS trip to Goucher College
11:00 – 2:30 P.M.

FRIDAY, MARCH 4
Professional Development Day
Schools close 3 hours early at 12:25 P.M. for students

THURSDAY, MARCH 24
Spring Break begins at end of school day

FRIDAY, MARCH 25 - SUNDAY, APRIL 3
SPRING BREAK

MONDAY, APRIL 4
Schools Re-Open

FRIDAY, APRIL 15
Kindergarten Registration



 

 

 

30th Annual 

Awards for Excellence in Education 
             
 

  
 

 
  
 
 
 
The Baltimore County Chamber of Commerce is now accepting nominations for the 30th Annual Awards for Excellence in 
Education, which will be held May 9, 2016, at 6 p.m. at Martin’s West. Students, parents, fellow teachers and community 
members are encouraged to nominate teachers by completing and submitting the application.   
 
A panel of judges selected by the Chamber will review the nominations and judge them on the degree to which the candidate 
exhibits the qualities of an excellent educator: 

 A high level of involvement with the total school 
program 

 A caring, supportive attitude 

 A demonstrated commitment to student 
success and growth 

 A quality instructional program 
  
Eligible personnel include: 

 BCPS teachers in elementary, middle and high schools 

 Special educators 

 Staff members in special areas, such as guidance counselors, librarians, and paraeducators 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Past winners of any Awards for Excellence are ineligible for repeat nominations. 

  
Candidates who have been nominated must submit a biographical summary. A nominee MUST complete the biographical 
summary in order to be considered for an award.   
 
Schools are welcome to nominate multiple educators and all nominees will be listed in the event program.  
However, if more than two nominations from a school are received, the Chamber selection committee will identify 
two finalists to represent the school. All finalists will be notified prior to the event and will be invited to attend the 
ceremony on May 9 as guests of the Chamber. 
  
Finalist nominees will be recognized during the Awards for Excellence in Education and award recipients will be named in 
several categories.

In addition, the Chamber recognizes outstanding and experienced educators who serve BCPS priority schools with stipends 
from the Berenbach Educational Incentives Fund, established in 2004. This year, to be eligible for the Berenbach Award, a 
nominee must have completed a total of five years teaching in a BCPS designated school (see attached list). Recipients will 
be selected from nominations submitted for the above-listed categories.  

 
 

              Nomination Forms by Mail 
Baltimore County Chamber of Commerce 

102 W. Pennsylvania Ave. 
Suite 101 

Towson, MD  21204 
 
 

 

Entries must be received by 5 p.m. on Friday, February 12, 2016, to be considered. 
 

 
 

  



 

Schools Designated for 
Berenbach Award 

  

 

Elementary Schools  Middle Schools 

   

Baltimore Highlands Elementary  Deep Creek Middle 

Battle Grove Elementary  Deer Park Middle 

Colgate Elementary  Dumbarton Middle 

Edmondson Heights Elementary  Dundalk Middle 

Featherbed Lane Elementary  Franklin Middle 

Franklin Elementary  General John Stricker Middle 

Halstead Academy  Golden Ring Middle 

Hawthorne Elementary  Holabird Middle 

Hebbville Elementary  Lansdowne Middle 

Middlesex Elementary  Loch Raven Middle 

Oakleigh Elementary  Middle River Middle 

Reisterstown Elementary  Old Court Middle 

Riverview Elementary  Southwest Academy 

Sandalwood Elementary  Stemmers Run Middle 

Sandy Plains Elementary  Windsor Mill Middle 

Shady Spring Elementary   

Sussex Elementary  High Schools 

White Oak School  Milford Mill Academy 

  Overlea High 

  Sparrows Point High 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 
 

NOMINATION FORM 
PAGE 1 OF 2 

 

 

Name of Nominee: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Nominee’s School: __________________________________________________________ 

 

Category: Elementary School  Middle School   High School     

 

  Special Education  Special Area Subjects       

   

Subject Taught / Position:  ____________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

NOMINATOR 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact E-mail: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Phone Number: ______________________________________________________ 

 

Relationship to Nominee:          Colleague          Parent          Student    

        

     Other ____________________________ 

 

If you have photographs of the educator you are nominating, please include them with your nomination form or  
e-mail to ltaylor@baltcountychamber.com. They will be shown during the awards ceremony. 



 

NOMINATION FORM 
PAGE 2 OF 2 

 
Nominee’s Name:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Please complete requested information about the candidate’s qualifications on this form in the spaces provided. 
If additional room is needed, attach a single letter-sized sheet of paper. 
 
 

1. List extracurricular programs and special activities the candidate has sponsored. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Give at least two specific examples of the candidate’s caring, supportive attitude toward students and/or 
colleagues. 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Give at least two specific examples of ways the candidate helps students build their self-esteem. 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Give at least two specific examples of techniques used by the candidate to encourage students’ creativity 
and love of learning. 

 
 
 
 
 

5. Give at least two examples of the high quality of the candidate’s instructional program. 

 
 
 
 
ENDORSEMENT:  I endorse this nomination in the belief that the candidate is a worthy representative of 
excellence among professionals in education. 
 
______________________________________________________________  
Nominator’s Name 
 
 
___________________________________________  ______________ 
Nominator’s Signature      Date 



Show your school/office is the healthiest by: 
 Wearing red 
 Encouraging wellness 
 Demonstrating both “Healthy Minds” and 

“Healthy Bodies” 
 Showing us how healthy employees support 

healthy students 
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH  

For questions or additional information, send an email to empwellness@bcps.org  

Rock Your Red 
Wellness Day 

Awards: 

Grand Prize awarded to most comprehensive well site.  Prize: $2,500 to spend on wellness initia-

tives. 
 

Wellness Winner awards given to the best of the below categories.   

Prize: $1,000 to spend on wellness initiatives.  
 Non-school site (office, bus lots…) 
 High school 
 Middle school 
 Elementary school (3 selected) 
 

Special awards will be given for the below categories.   
Prize: $250 to spend on wellness initiatives. 
 Best video. 
 Most spirited photograph. 
 Most creative wellness idea. 
 Welcome to Wellness – awarded to a first time applying site that shows great efforts. 

This is an employee wellness  
initiative encouraging both  

staff and students to BE WELL. 



                 

Summit Park Elementary School 
Late Openings/Early Closings Inclement Weather Procedures 

 
Information about school operations is announced publicly as soon as possible on local radio  
and television stations and other media including the Internet. Parents will not receive 
individual telephone calls from the school. It is important to access local media to learn if 
schools are delayed, closed, or dismissing early. If an announcement is made that schools are 
delayed, continue to monitor the news because sometimes a revised announcement is made to 
close schools. Please refer to the following for your most current weather related 
information: 

  BCPS Web page http://www.bcps.org 

 https://www.schoolsout.com/ (it is highly recommended that parents sign-up 
             for free email alerts) 

  BCPS Telephone Information 410-887-5555 

  Local radio and television stations 

 The Education Channel, Comcast Cable Channel 73 

 
School opens 1 hour late:  School begins at 9:45 am 
 
School opens 2 hours late: School begins at 10:45 am 
 
School closes 1 hour early:  School will be dismissed at 2:15 pm 
 
School closes 2 hours early:  School will be dismissed at 1:15 pm 
 
School closes 3 hours early: School will be dismissed at 12:15 pm 
 
In the event of an early closing, all students will be dismissed according to their normal 
transportation plans. Play Keepers is closed in the afternoon if schools dismiss early due to 
inclement weather or other emergencies. Play Keepers’ students will be dismissed according to 
the early closing transportation plans parents provided to Play Keepers. 

 

http://www.bcps.org/
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